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STEAM 
The monthly newsletter of the Green Lake County Sustainability Team* 

For June 2010 

Compiled by Jason Kauffeld, Green Lake County UWEX 

*GLC STEAM meets the first Tuesday of every month from 23pm in the demo room of the 
County Courthouse in Green Lake.  The meeting is an open discussion of current 
projects, ideas for the future, and a sharing of advice and lessons learned. 

Next meeting is Tuesday, July 6 and is open to all. Please come and contribute! 

#1 

http://www.terravivagrants.org 

Grants database: Terra Viva Grants 

An online resource for the "green" sectors of development 

Searching for grants? Terra Viva Grants hosts an online database of international grants 
in the areas of agriculture, energy, environment, and natural resources. 

Run by the NGO Terra Viva, this directory hosts detailed profiles of about 340 
international grant makers, and is being expanded each month. It is designed to save 
the time and effort of grant seekers, directing them to the most current and relevant 
opportunities. Terra Viva's website also includes an updated deadlines calendar and 
resources and links for grant seekers. Check it out at: http://www.terravivagrants.org 

#2 

"Six ways for smallbusiness owners to save money," Wall Street Journal, June 30. 

In these tough economic times, owners of businesses small and large are coming up 
with unexpected ways to save money. The University of Wisconsin at Green Bay said it 
will save $10,000 annually by changing its font type. The university switched from Arial to 
Century Gothic because Century Gothic font doesn't use as much ink when printed, 
according to an Associated Press report...

http://recoftc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a79eee76ce1869204bc04a12d&id=35fa60364b&e=3f033bad5a
http://recoftc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a79eee76ce1869204bc04a12d&id=35fa60364b&e=3f033bad5a
http://online.wsj.com/article/BT-CO-20100630-705223.html
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#3 

http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/environment/article_ebbaf86a7fe011df 
9aea001cc4c002e0.html 

Digester Developer Chosen; A Dane County System Would Be One of the First in the 
Country to Turn Food Waste into Electricity. / By: Matthew Defour  Wisconsin State 
Journal  June 25, 2010 

Global engineering firm AECOM has been selected to develop in Dane County one of 
the first systems in the country for turning food waste into electricity. 

#4 

http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment/2010/0623/Anecofriendlyfloorfinishfrom 
cows 

An ecofriendly floor finish  from cows; Polyurethane substitute is made from eco 
friendly whey, a byproduct of cheese making. / By: Nancy Humphrey  The Christian 
Science Monitor  June 23, 2010 

Andrew Meyer believes that he's found a "whey" to help Vermont's dairy farms by 
turning a cheese making byproduct into an ecofriendly wood finish. 

#5 

"Plastic bottles expelled from UWSP campus," Stevens Point Journal, June 29. 

If you want a drink of water on the University of WisconsinStevens Point campus this fall, 
don't expect to find any bottles for sale. The university's new vending contract, which 
will go into effect before the school year starts in September, bans bottled water sales 
in campus vending machines...

http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/environment/article_ebbaf86a-7fe0-11df-9aea-001cc4c002e0.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment/2010/0623/An-eco-friendly-floor-finish-from-cows
http://www.stevenspointjournal.com/article/20100629/SPJ0101/6290579/Plastic-bottles-expelled-from-UWSP-campus
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#6 

"Let's have the right debate on green jobs," Column, Superior Telegram, June 23. 

...If we are to succeed as individuals, as thriving businesses, and as a prosperous nation, 
every job description must take on a very discernible shade of green. That’s not just my 
perspective as someone who works at in the university system. It’s what I’m hearing 
from progressive business leaders in every industry. The University of WisconsinExtension, 
the University of WisconsinSuperior and three other UW campuses created the online 
Bachelor of Science in Sustainable Management. When we set out to build the nation’s 
first online bachelor’s degree in Sustainable Management, we asked companies like 
Ford Motor Company and Johnson Controls if they’d help us craft a curriculum for 
teaching the ‘Triple Bottom Line,’ which equips students to lead businesses that excel 
financially, socially and environmentally... (Author: David Schejbal, Dean of Continuing 
Education, Outreach and ELearning a t the University of WisconsinExtension) 

#7 

"Regents approve power plant conversion," Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, June 11. 

The University of Wisconsin Board of Regents approved plans on Friday to spend $245 
million to convert a coalfired power plant on the Madison campus to a new plant that 
burns waste, such as tree trimmings and agricultural crops. The project  one of the 
largest in the UW System's history  stems from a federal consent decree that aims to 
lower air pollution in Madison... 

"Plenty of biomass for Wisconsin plant," Biomass Magazine, June 8. 

More than enough biomass is available surrounding the Charter Street Heating Plant on 
the University of WisconsinMadison campus to provide a supply if the coal plant 
converts, according to the Wisconsin Bioenergy Initiative... 

"On Campus: UW Regents approve most expensive project in UWMadison history," 
Wisconsin State Journal, June 11. 

The UW Board of Regents approved the most expensive single building project in UW 
Madison history Friday: the $245 million rebuild of the Charter Street power plant...

http://www.superiortelegram.com/event/article/id/43417/group/Opinion/
http://www.jsonline.com/business/96190949.html
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/article.jsp?article_id=3814
http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/education/on_campus/article_e7387cf2-7574-11df-90b3-001cc4c002e0.html
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#8 

"Madison company moves closer to commercial plant to make fuel from sugars," 
Wisconsin State Journal, June 8. 

Virent Energy Systems is ready to rev up hiring and research and move closer to selling 
its biofuel to the public now that investors have pumped another $46.4 million into the 
Madison company...With the latest funding round, Virent has attracted more than $116 
million since the company was founded in 2002, based on UWMadison research... 

"Root for more risktakers," Editorial, Wisconsin State Journal, June 15. 

It's a shining example of UWMadison research leading to a big idea that attracts tens 
of millions of dollars in private investment to create goodpaying jobs right here in 
Wisconsin. It's Virent Energy Systems, which last week announced that investors had 
pumped an additional $46.4 million into the Madison company. All told, Virent has now 
attracted $116 million in funding since it was founded in 2002 by UWMadison chemical 
engineering professor James Dumesic and former UWMadison researcher Randy 
Cortright, who now serves as Virent's chief technical officer...Its work force has grown to 
80 with plans to hire about 16 more people. Many of its employees are UWMadison or 
technical college grads. It shows the importance and impact of Wisconsin's 
brainpower... 

"Madison biotech company awarded federal grant," Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, June 
11. 

BioPulping International, a Madison biotechnology company that is developing a 
commercial application for pretreating wood chips and other biomass material for 
pulping, has received a $400,000 federal grant...The work will be conducted in 
cooperation with the USDA Forest Service, the Forest Products Laboratory, the University 
of WisconsinMadison, and some key industrial partners, including Lignotech, Zeachem, 
and Catchlight Energy  a Chevron company... 

#9 

http://articles.latimes.com/2010/jun/27/nation/lanaenergycongress20100627 

THE NATION; Senate poised to start energy bill; Democrats will begin work this week. A 
carbon cap on utilities may be included. / By: Lisa Mascaro and Richard Simon  Los 
Angeles Times  June 27, 2010 

With the gulf oil spill creating political opportunity, Senate Democrats will begin crafting 
a sweeping energy bill this week that could include a firstever, though more modest,

http://host.madison.com/wsj/business/article_b849093e-7308-11df-8e31-001cc4c03286.html
http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/opinion/editorial/article_9ced97fc-78c3-11df-a8e1-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.jsonline.com/business/96142319.html
http://articles.latimes.com/2010/jun/27/nation/la-na-energy-congress-20100627
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cap on globalwarming pollution, believing they must act now despite differences 
within their ranks and political jitters in an election year. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/03/us/politics/03obama.html 

Obama Says He'll Push for Clean Energy Bill / By: Helene Cooper  The New York Times  
 June 3, 2010 

PITTSBURGH  President Obama said Wednesday that it was time for the United States 
''to aggressively accelerate'' its transition from oil to alternative sources of energy and 
vowed to push for quick action on climate change legislation despite almost 
unanimous opposition from Republicans and continued skepticism from some 
Democrats. 

#10 

http://www.boston.com/news/world/asia/articles/2010/06/06/china_takes_bold_step_o 
n_energy_with_solar_valley/ 

China's experimental Solar Valley a bold step on energy, environment / By: Andrew 
Higgins  The Boston Globe  June 6, 2010 

DEZHOU, China  Uprooting the last traces of rural life on the edge of this northern 
Chinese city, laborers with chain saws spent a recent morning cutting down trees to 
make way for a hulking factory. A big red banner trumpeted the future for what used to 
be farmland: ``The Biggest Solar Energy Production Base in the Whole World.'' 

#11 

http://www.istockanalyst.com/article/viewiStockNews/articleid/4155670 

Home Will Use No Fossil Fuel; Firm Says The Residence Will Return Much More Power To 
Grid Than It Uses. / By: Karen Rivedal  Wisconsin State Journal  May 26, 2010 

A Mount Horebbased green consulting firm on Tuesday unveiled what it says will be 
Dane County's first true NetZero Energy home, one that uses no fossil fuels in its energy 
consumption.

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/03/us/politics/03obama.html
http://www.boston.com/news/world/asia/articles/2010/06/06/china_takes_bold_step_on_energy_with_solar_valley/
http://www.istockanalyst.com/article/viewiStockNews/articleid/4155670
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#12 

http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/05/30/green_label_gi 
ves_40_communities_access_to_81m_in_grants/ 

Getting a jump on green initiatives; State designation opens door to aid / By: Katheleen 
Conti  The Boston Globe  May 30, 2010 

After Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast and caused oil prices to skyrocket to 
record levels five years ago, Joseph R. Piantedosi, Andover's plant and facilities director, 
knew the town had to find a way to survive the sudden spike. 

#13 

http://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/files/GreenStepCities_FinalReport_0.pdf 

Efficiency Matters – Minnesota GreenStep Cities by Lola Schoenrich 

Interested in taking steps to make your city greener, save energy, and help address 
global warming? Take a look at GreenStep Cities. GreenStep Cities is being launched 
at the League of Minnesota Cities (LMC) annual conference on 
June 24th. Over a dozen Minnesota cities, large and small, are 
already piloting the program. Your city can join by going to www.mngreensteps.org 

GreenStep Cities is an actionoriented voluntary program offering your city a 
costeffective, simple pathway to sustainability by implementing proven best 
practices. Technical assistance is available from state agencies, 
utilities, nonprofit organizations, and others. Participating cities will 
be recognized at next year's LMC annual conference for past steps and new 
actions. 

GreenStep Cities offers five best practices categories  land use, buildings and 
lighting, transportation, environmental management, and community and 
economic development  and offers cities a choice among a suite of actions to 
implement each best practice. These actions focus on cost savings and 
greenhouse gas reductions that lead cities beyond compliance and encourage a 
culture of innovation. 

GreenStep Cities is a public/private partnership administered by Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency's Prevention and Assistance Division. Other partners 
include the Clean Energy Resource Teams, the League of Minnesota Cities, the

http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/05/30/green_label_gives_40_communities_access_to_81m_in_grants/
http://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/files/GreenStepCities_FinalReport_0.pdf
http://www.mngreensteps.org/
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Minnesota Office of Energy Security, the Great Plains Institute, the Urban Land 
Institute MN, Center for Energy & Environment, and the Izaak Walton 
League's Minnesota chapter. 

#14 

http://www.philly.com/philly/business/homepage/20100614_PhillyInc__Generating_pro 
ducts__not_just_ideas__to_get_off_the_fossilfuel_diet.html 

PhillyInc: Generating products, not just ideas, to get off the fossilfuel diet / By: Mike 
Armstrong; Inquirer Columnist  The Philadelphia Inquirer  June 14, 2010 

Here's what becoming a smarter city means to me. Philadelphia just launched a small 
program to help city companies develop a market for their technologies to improve 
energy efficiency. 

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/business/20100609_New_Phila_ 
area_foray_into_leasing_of_solarenergy_systems.html 

New Phila.area foray into leasing of solarenergy systems / By: Diane Mastrull  The 
Philadelphia Inquirer  June 9, 2010 

A Philadelphiaarea company is venturing where one local entrepreneur has already 
failed: offering Pennsylvania consumers the uptonow unavailable option of going solar 
through leasing. 

#15 

Think gas is too pricey? Think again. By Ezra Klein. Sunday, June 13, 2010. 

How much does a gallon of gasoline cost? It seems like an easy question. You might 
ask whether I mean regular or premium, and where in the country I'm buying. Beyond 
that, though, the price is displayed in giant numbers on most main roads. It's such 
common knowledge that we ask politicians to rattle it off to show that they retain some 
minimal awareness of the world they claim to represent.

http://www.philly.com/philly/business/homepage/20100614_PhillyInc__Generating_products__not_just_ideas__to_get_off_the_fossil-fuel_diet.html
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/business/20100609_New_Phila_-area_foray_into_leasing_of_solar-energy_systems.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/12/AR2010061200167.html
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#16 

"State Rep. Tamara Grigsby: UW program a catalyst for green economy," Column, 
Capital Times, June 17. 

...Sustainable jobs hold the promise of strengthening our communities, improving our 
environment, and increasing profits for businesses. However, the question remains how 
to best prepare a work force to take advantage of these business opportunities. The 
answer is in programs such as the University of Wisconsin’s Sustainable Management 
Program... 

#17 

"Stimulus dollars to flow to energy projects in Wisconsin," BizTimes.com, June 18. 

U.S. Energy Secretary Steven Chu today announced more than $7.9 million for six 
Department of Energyfunded projects in Wisconsin...The Wisconsin projects selected 
today for EnergyEfficient Building Technology Projects include:...The University of 
Wisconsin in Madison, $246,249. The University of Wisconsin will address two fundamental 
challenges that currently limit the commercial success of the Active Magnetic 
Regenerative Refrigeration (AMRR) cycle, a high performing nonvapor compression 
cooling system...The University of Wisconsin’s Department of Engineering Professional 
Development will organize and manage the Development of a Total Energy, 
Environment and Asset Management (TE2AM) Curriculum... 

"Wisconsin gets $7.9 million in federal funds for energyefficiency programs," Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel, June 17. 

Wisconsin won more funding Thursday than every state but California when the U.S. 
Department of Energy awarded $76 million in funds for development of energy 
efficiency technologies and careers. Wisconsin was awarded $7.9 million in this round of 
stimulus funding, the agency said. That includes two projects at Johnson Controls Inc., 
one at Eaton Corp., two at the University of WisconsinMadison and one at Milwaukee 
Area Technical College... 

"Wisconsin wins $7.9 million for R&D, training in energy efficiency," Blog, Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel, June 17. 

Wisconsin has won $7.9 million in stimulus funding for development of energyefficient 
building technologies as well as training programs designed to help eliminate energy 
waste and reduce energy costs in buildings. Projects funded by the U.S. Department of 
Energy include two by Johnson Controls, one by Eaton Corp., two by the University of 
WisconsinMadison and one by Milwaukee Area Technical College. Wisconsin snared 
more than 10% of the $76 million awarded nationwide, according to the Department of 
Energy...

http://host.madison.com/ct/news/opinion/mailbag/article_8bba9ca8-a0ca-558d-9d2f-512e0dca2a05.html
http://www.biztimes.com/daily/2010/6/18/stimulus-dollars-to-flow-to-energy-projects-in-wisconsin
http://www.jsonline.com/business/96621809.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/business/96596319.html
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#18 

Mayors Issue Declaration on Improving Cities’ Resilience to Climate Change 

On May 30, 2010, 22 mayors from 19 countries (including the mayor of North Little Rock, 
Arkansas) adopted the Bonn Declaration of the Mayors Adaptation Forum 2010. The 
declaration presents 10 “action points” that call for local leadership and partnerships to 
promote adaptation to climate change at the local level. 
The declaration also endorses the “Making Cities Resilient” campaign of the United 
Nations International Strategy for Reduction, which focuses on raising political 
commitment to disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation among local 
governments and mayors. The twoyear campaign seeks to enlist more than 1,000 local 
government leaders worldwide to implement a 10point checklist of activities that 
would make their cities more resilient to the impacts of climate change, such as 
maintaining data on hazards and vulnerabilities, adjusting flood drainage infrastructure 
to account for climate change, protecting natural buffers, installing early warning 
systems, and applying appropriate landuse planning principles. 

The full text of the Bonn Declaration is available at: http://resilient 
cities.iclei.org/fileadmin/MayorsAdaptationForum_BonnDeclaration_Final_20100530.pdf. 

More information on the “Making Cities Resilient” campaign is available at: 
http://www.unisdr.org/english/campaigns/campaign20102011/documents/campaign 
kit.pdf. 

ICLEILocal Governments for Sustainability has assembled an online resource point for 
Web sites and publications related to improving urban resilience, available at: 
http://resilientcities.iclei.org/bonn2010/resources/.

http://resilient-cities.iclei.org/fileadmin/MayorsAdaptationForum_BonnDeclaration_Final_20100530.pdf
http://www.unisdr.org/english/campaigns/campaign2010-2011/documents/campaign-kit.pdf
http://resilient-cities.iclei.org/bonn2010/resources/

