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An EEO/Affirmative Action employer, UWEX provides equal opportunities in 

employment and programming, including Title IX and ADA requirements.  Requests for 

reasonable accommodations for disabilities or limitations should be made prior to the 

date of the program or activity for which it is needed.  Please do so as early as possible 

prior to the program or activity so that proper arrangements can be made.  Requests 

are kept confidential. 

 

 

TOP STORIES / RECOMMENDED SITES 
 

An Illustrated Guide to the State of Sustainability. 

By Stephen Lacey on Jan 23, 2012.  It's hard to rally around the term “sustainability” 

these days. When we consider the record amount of emissions we're spewing into the 

atmosphere and the slow pace of change relative to our compounding ... 

 

State of the World's Land and Water Resources, from the FAO. 

 

NASA Study Says Global Energy Is Out Of Balance, PC Magazine. 

By Andrew Webster. A new study released by NASA provides further evidence that 

greenhouse gases are the main driving force behind global warming. 

 

Doomsday Clock set at five minutes to midnight.  Citing ongoing threats from nuclear 

proliferation, climate change, and the need to find sustainable and safe sources of 

energy, scientists moved the "Doomsday Clock" one minute closer to midnight on 

Tuesday. 

  

  

EDUCATION/ HOW TO / TRAINING 
 

A Strategic Story: A Framework for Story County Economic Development.  A new 

planning document for Story County, Iowa, is focused on the belief that any economic 

development strategy should reflect quality of life in addition to jobs, economic activity, 

http://thinkprogress.org/romm/2012/01/23/408258/an-illustrated-guide-to-the-state-of-sustainability/
http://www.fao.org/nr/solaw/solaw-home/en/
http://goodcleantech.pcmag.com/pollution/293570-nasa-study-says-global-energy-is-out-of-balance
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/sciencefair/post/2012/01/doomsday-clock-atomic-scientists-nuclear-war-energy/1?csp=34news
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=vyomgzaab&et=1109127259263&s=14968&e=001ANxIWlN-uaeZwfgKrtNZ41IA8PwtaeOA7JB_Tri8N9hd87t-rXdfGufASnJ1ZMu3FdVxhdD_Yvzr3diovq_tZubh_uwCBjnab4oo_vxyo7gFqZ3kjLgzBl0uGjk77IWcaPpK7SJDkbQe0umqQI8ExgFSQrAU9g6LPvFmX-dClUM=
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and improved tax base. Major issues addressed in the plan include strategic 

partnerships and investments, as well as trails, recreation, and other quality of life issues. 

 

DOE Announces New Online Tools to Help Deploy Distributed Wind Energy Systems. The 

Department of Energy (DOE) today announced two new online tools to assist state and 

local policymakers, consumers, and stakeholders in evaluating siting and policy issues to 

help accelerate the use of distributed wind energy systems – such as wind turbines 

installed at a homes and businesses. The tools are designed to help more people across 

the country install wind turbines to produce clean, renewable energy. 

 

 

BUILDINGS 
 

An environmental masterpiece: Madison's Resilience Research Center aims for highest 

LEED certification in history 

 

Energy Department Announces Major Recovery Act Milestone: 600,000 Homes 

Weatherized Three Months Ahead of Schedule. 

 

UWRF receives STARS Silver Rating for sustainability achievements. WQOW-TV, Jan. 19. 

The University of Wisconsin-River Falls has received a STARS Silver Rating in recognition of 

sustainability achievements from the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability 

in Higher Education (AASHE). STARS, the Sustainability Tracking, Assessment& Rating 

System, is a new program that measures and encourages sustainability in all aspects of 

higher education. The rating is the highest to date amongst UWRF's Carnegie 

Classification peers... 

 

UW-Waukesha undergoing energy audit.  Wisconsin Patch, Jan. 3.  In an effort to make 

the University of Wisconsin-Waukesha more energy efficient, an in-depth energy analysis 

of all campus facilities is underway by Honeywell. The audit, which began on Nov. 30, 

will take five to six months to complete, said Mike Riemer, building superintendent... 

 

 

BUSINESS and EMPLOYMENT 
 

Coca-Cola Co.'s quest to replace oil as a source of plastic for bottles led it to sign 

multimillion dollar deals with Madison-based Virent Inc. and two other biofuels 

technology firms.  

 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTIwMTEyLjQ5NjE3MDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTIwMTEyLjQ5NjE3MDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjgzOTQxNyZlbWFpbGlkPWdsY2VuZXJneUBjZW50dXJ5bGluay5uZXQmdXNlcmlkPWdsY2VuZXJneUBjZW50dXJ5bGluay5uZXQmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&100&&&http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/news/progress_alerts.cfm/pa_id=661
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=41273893&msgid=330690&act=Q75V&c=707320&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ibmadison.com%2Fnonprofit%3Fid%3D1277
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=41273893&msgid=330690&act=Q75V&c=707320&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ibmadison.com%2Fnonprofit%3Fid%3D1277
http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/news/progress_alerts.cfm/pa_id=653
http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/news/progress_alerts.cfm/pa_id=653
http://www.wqow.com/story/16556205/uwrf-receives-stars-silver-rating-for-sustainability-achievements
http://waukesha.patch.com/articles/uw-waukesha-undergoing-energy-audit
http://www.jsonline.mobi/newswatch/135660823.htm
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Biobased chemicals industry reaches tipping point....with capacity expected to double 

in market potential to $19.7 billion in 2016 as global manufacturing capacity increases 

by 140 percent... 

 

 

ENERGY 
 

The EPA finalized the 2012 percentage standards for four fuel categories that are part of 

the agency’s Renewable Fuel Standard program (RFS2). 

The final 2012 overall volumes and standards are: 

1. Biomass-based diesel: 1.0 billion gallons; 0.91 percent 

2. Advanced biofuels: 2.0 billion gallons; 1.21 percent 

3. Cellulosic biofuels: 8.65 million gallons; 0.006 percent 

4. Total renewable fuels: 15.2 billion gallons; 9.23 percent 

 

UW-Oshkosh biodigester up for renewable energy award. Wisconsin Ag Connection, 

Jan. 20.The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh's innovative dry fermentation anaerobic 

biodigester project has been chosen as a finalist for the Readers' Choice Renewable 

Energy Award by RenewableEnergyWorld.com... 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

China report spells out "grim" climate change risks.  

By Chris Buckley | BEIJING (Reuters) - Global warming threatens China's march to 

prosperity by cutting crops, shrinking rivers and unleashing more droughts and floods, 

says the government's latest assessment of climate change, projecting big shifts in ... 

 

Researchers outline food security, climate change road map. 

While last month's meeting of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC) in Durban, South Africa, made incremental progress toward helping 

farmers adapt to climate change and reduce agriculture's climate footprint, ... 
 

Learn about Your State and Local GHG Emissions with EPA's new GHG Map Tool.  For 

the first time, comprehensive greenhouse gas (GHG) data reported directly from large 

facilities and suppliers across the country are now easily accessible to the public 

through EPA’s GHG Reporting Program.   EPA’s interactive GHG Map Tool allows users 

to view and sort GHG data for calendar year 2010 from more than 6,700 facilities in a 

variety of ways—including by state, county, facility, industrial sector, and the type of 

GHG emitted. This information can be used by communities to identify nearby sources 

http://biorefiningmagazine.com/articles/5998/report-biobased-chemicals-industry-reaches-tipping-point
http://www.wisconsinagconnection.com/story-state.php?Id=81&yr=2012
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/18/us-china-climate-idUSTRE80H06J20120118
http://www.news.wisc.edu/20224
http://epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/ghgdata/
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of GHGs, help businesses compare and track emissions, and provide information to 

state and local governments. 

 

1. Access EPA’s GHG Reporting Program Data and Data Publication Tool: 

http://epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/ghgdata/ 

2. Information on the GHG Reporting Program:  

3. http://epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/ghgrulemaking.html 

4. Information on the U.S. Inventory of Greenhouse Gas Emissions Sources and Sinks: 

http://epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/usinventoryreport.html 

  

State and local officials interested in additional information about developing and 

implementing cost-effective climate and energy strategies that help further 

environmental goals and achieve public health and economic benefits may visit: 

http://www.epa.gov/statelocalclimate 

 

 

FOOD 
 

Study by UW-Madison professor, others focuses on using treated wastewater. 

Associated Press, Jan. 14.  A new study may increase the use of treated wastewater to 

supplement local drinking water supplies. A National Research Council committee has 

taken a closer look at reusing municipal wastewater. 

 

 

HEALTH 
 

Analysis: India's polio victory fuels endgame vaccine.  By Kate Kelland, Health and 

Science Correspondent | LONDON (Reuters) - When the clocks strike midnight in New 

Delhi on January 12, India will mark the first year in history it has recorded no new cases 

of polio. 

 

TRANSPORTATION 
 

 Walkable Neighborhoods a Top Priority.  An article in Builder Online found that 77% of 

those polled in a recent survey considered having sidewalks and places to take a walk 

one of their top priorities when deciding where they’d like to live. Six in 10 adults also 

said they prefer living in a neighborhood that featured a mix of houses, stores, and 

businesses within an easy walk. 

http://epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/ghgdata/
http://epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/ghgrulemaking.html
http://epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/usinventoryreport.html
http://www.epa.gov/statelocalclimate
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/38a3d82cf0554a6db8a3b143086f8045/WI--Treating-Wastewater/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/12/us-polio-india-endgame-idUSTRE80B1SE20120112
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=vyomgzaab&et=1109127259263&s=14968&e=001ANxIWlN-uae0ShaObZaL7e-JObFdkLUmcM1gxLxiS_HuiQp3FIwXQAX0KlVT9pd_uOo0kFyFBoO3ObcwoKcsGhWBVCORiINd4rEWrVntbD73LzOhcZghE2BKOTx-JpwEoTOrkSai_ipClhgvNcfRJO1E3pk3afNy

