
STEAM 
The monthly newsletter of the Green Lake Area Sustainability Team* 

For stories from the month of March, 2011 

Compiled by Jason Kauffeld, Green Lake County UWEX 

 
*STEAM meets the first Tuesday of every month from 2-3pm.  The meeting is an open 
discussion of current projects, ideas for the future, and a sharing of advice and lessons 
learned. 
 
Next meeting is Tuesday, April 5 and is open to all.  This month we will be meeting in the 
Green Lake School from 2-3:30pm.   Please come and contribute! 

 
TOP STORIES / RECOMMENDED SITES 

 
http://www.smartgrowth.org/ - Note that this website also contains a funding database. 
 
http://www.treehugger.com/ - A mix of everything. 
 
http://www.providentliving.org/ - Disaster preparedness. 
 
http://www.chrismartenson.com/ - A mix of everything. 

 
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

 
The Wisconsin Counties Association and the League of Wisconsin Municipalities is 
pleased to announce the Public Finance Authority® ("PFA"), a unique new entity 
designed to provide innovative financing solutions for communities seeking to generate 
local economic activity.  To learn more register for an upcoming webinar by clicking 
here. 

 
EDUCATION/ HOW TO / TRAINING 

 
“Green Innovations 2011: Waste or Wasted Opportunity.”  The forum will be held in 
Green Bay on Wednesday April 20 and Thursday, April 21, 2011. More information and 
on-line registration is available at http://www.uwgb.edu/embi/green-innovations-2011/ 
 
NNSLE, aka National Network for Sustainable Living Education, 
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/nea/nre/in_focus/susdev_if_living.html 
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BUSINESS and EMPLOYMENT 
 
State of Green Business Report 2011, Download the Report.  The fourth annual edition of 
our State of Green Business report continues our efforts to measure the environmental 
impacts of the emerging green economy. 

 
ENERGY 

 
Food Industry Biogas Casebook:  http://www.ecw.org/ecwresults/261-1.pdf 
 
2009 On-Farm Renewable Energy Production Survey.  On Wednesday, February 23, 
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) released the results of the 2009 
survey on the contribution of America’s farms and ranches in the production of 
renewable energy. 
 
New LED Streetlights to Save Stevens Point $100,000 Annually.  Energy Independent 
Community, Stevens Point, recently completed replacing one-third of their streetlights 
with LEDs.  The project which is expected to save more than $100,000 a year in energy 
costs will also prevent 9,000 to 10,000 tons of carbon dioxide emissions per year.  Click 
here for the full story in the Stevens Point Journal.  
 
"Students compete in Energy Conservation Competition," Fourth Estate, March 24. 
...March 23 began the annual Energy Conservation Competition.  
 
"Walker administration still intends to sell state power plants," Wisconsin State Journal, 
March 19.  Though it was removed from the budget repair bill, Gov. Scott Walker's plan 
to privatize Wisconsin's state-owned power plants remains alive... 
 
"Kenneth Ragland & Peter Carstensen: Sale of state power plants not in the public 
interest," Letter, Capital Times, March 9.  Such a sale exposes each of the 37 University of 
Wisconsin campuses, prisons, and health service facilities to great risk... 
 
Variable winds: The renewable energy sector faces political shifts, but most see long-
term positives.  http://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/insight/iob_201103/#/34.  "What 
we've seen is the fragility of our economy and how quickly investment decisions can be 
turned on their heads."  David Lisle, Wausaukee Composites  

 
ENVIRONMENT 

 
The Value of Green Infrastructure for Urban Climate Adaptation provides information on 
the costs and benefits of green infrastructure practices, such as eco-roofs, green alleys, 
and urban forestry. The report also examines how local governments can use 
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managerial, institutional, and market-based approaches to reduce climate risks and 
maintain resilience.  
 http://www.ccap.org/docs/resources/989/Green_Infrastructure_FINAL.pdf.  
  
Lessons Learned on Local Climate Adaptation from the Urban Leaders Adaptation 
Initiative concludes that effective approaches include comprehensive planning, using 
“no-regrets” strategies, and “mainstreaming” adaptation efforts into existing policies. In 
addition, the report finds that examining and communicating the multiple benefits of 
adaptation strategies can be especially useful for developing public support for 
initiatives.  
 http://www.ccap.org/docs/resources/988/Urban_Leaders_Lessons_Learned_FINAL.pdf.  
 
"US scientist wins 2011 Stockholm Water Prize," Associated Press, March 22.  American 
environmental scientist Stephen Carpenter has been named this year's winner of the 
Stockholm Water Prize for his research on lake ecosystems and how humans and 
surrounding landscapes affect them. 

 
FOOD 

 
Every year in America we throw away 96 billion pounds of food.  www.divethefilm.com.  
DIVE! is a must-see documentary and winner of more than 10 film festival awards. 
 
"Molly Jahn named to international commission," Wisconsin Agriculturist, March 22.  
Molly Jahn, a University of Wisconsin-Madison professor and administrator, has been 
named to a newly created Commission on Sustainable Agriculture and Climate 
Change, a group of international experts on agriculture, climate, food, economics and 
natural resources... 
 
"Dunn County Local Food Summit," WEAU 13, March 4. The purpose of the Dunn County 
Local Food Summit is to connect people, begin a conversation about local food 
networks and identify steps to support future actions.  

 
HEALTH 

 
Are we drinking the pesticides sprayed on Wisconsin’s crops? 
http://bayviewcompass.com/archives/6702  
 
Female mice disabled by parents’ pesticide intake. 
http://bayviewcompass.com/archives/6398  

 
SUSTAINABILITY 

 
How Local governments fund sustainability staff and programs. 
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• 55% funded staff and operations through their General Fund (fully or partially) 
• 37% through special fees or rebates, such as solid waste fees 
• 24% through foundation grants or partnerships 
• 29% through the federal Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant 

(EECBG) or other stimulus-related funding 
• 16% through cost savings 

 
UW-Extension Issues "Building a More Sustainable Future in Wisconsin."  Snapshot of 
sustainability policies and practices under consideration around the state coupled with 
recommendations from the 2010 Sustainable Communities Public Policy Forum.  Posted 
at: http://www.capacitycenter.org. The executive summary also is available as a free 
print brochure through by clicking here. 

 
TRANSPORTATION 

 
DePere-based MEGTEC helping to make electric car batteries better, cheaper, faster 
Those betting on the future for electric cars, know that a better, cheaper lithium-ion 
battery is a key to making the cars affordable and more widely sold.  
Read More... 
 
"Stout students building eco-friendly car for competition," WQOW-TV, March 7.  UW-
Stout students are competing in the 2011 Shell Eco-Marathon.  It helps car companies 
start to brainstorm how to make more fuel efficient vehicles... 
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