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NATIONAL CO DE O F SHOW  RING ETHICS

E xh ib ito rs  o f an im a ls  a t lives tock  show s sha ll a t a ll tim es  depo rt them se lves  w ith  hones ty and  good
spo rtsm ansh ip . T he ir conduc t in  th is  com pe titive  environm en t sha ll a lw a ys  re flec t the  h ighes t s tanda rds  o f
hono r and  d ign ity in  the  advancem en t o f ag ricu ltu ra l educa tion . T h is  code  app lies  to  jun io r as  w e ll as  open
c lass  exh ib ito rs  w ho  com pe te  in  s truc tu red  c lasses  o f com pe tition . T h is  code  app lies  to  a ll lives tock  o ffe red  in
an y even t a t a  lives tock  show . In  add ition  to  the  "IA F E  N a tiona l C ode  o f S how  R ing  E th ics ," fa irs  and  lives tock
show s m ay have  ru les  and  regu la tions  w h ich  the y im pose  on  the  loca l, coun ty, s ta te , p rov inc ia l and  na tiona l
leve ls .

A ll yo u th  leade rs  w o rk ing  w ith  jun io r e xh ib ito rs  a re  unde r an  a ffirm a tive  respons ib ility to  do  m o re  than
avo id  im prope r conduc t o r ques tionab le  ac ts . T he ir m ora l va lues  m ust be  so  ce rta in  and  pos itive  tha t those
younger and  m ore  p liab le  w ill be  in fluenced  b y the ir fine  exam p le . O w ners , exh ib ito rs , fitte rs , tra ine rs  and
abso lu te ly respons ib le  pe rsons  w ho  v io la te  the  code  o f e th ics  w ill fo rfe it p rem ium s, aw ards  and  auc tion
p roceeds  and  sha ll be  p roh ib ited  from  fu tu re  exh ib ition  in  acco rdance  w ith  the  ru les  adop ted  by the  respec tive
fa irs  and  lives tock  show s. E xh ib ito rs  w ho  v io la te  th is  code  o f e th ics  dem ean  the  in teg rity o f a ll lives tock
exh ib ito rs  and  shou ld  be  p roh ib ited  from  com pe tition  a t a ll lives tock  show s in  the  U n ited  S ta tes  and  C anada .

T he  fo llow ing  is  a  lis t o f gu ide lines  fo r a ll exh ib ito rs  and  a ll lives tock  in  com pe titive  even ts :
1 ) A ll exh ib ito rs  m ust p resen t, upon  reques t o f fa ir and  lives tock  show  o ffic ia ls , p roo f o f ow nersh ip , leng th  o f

ow nersh ip  and  age  o f a ll an im a ls  en te red . M is rep resen ta tion  o f ow nersh ip , age , o r an y fac ts  re la ting
the re to  is  p roh ib ited .

2 )     O w ne rs , e xh ib ito rs , fitte rs , tra in e rs , o r abso lu te ly respons ib le  pe rsons  sha ll p rov ide  an im a l hea lth
ce rtifica tes  fro m  licensed  ve te rin a rians  upon  re ques t b y fa ir o r lives tock  show  o ffic ia ls .

3 )     Jun io r e xh ib ito rs  a re  e xp ec ted  to  ca re  fo r a nd  g room  th e ir an im a ls  w h ile  a t fa irs  o r lives tock  show s .
4 )     A n im a ls  sha ll be  p resen ted  to  sho w  e ven ts  w h e re  the y w ill en te r the  food  cha in  free  o f v io la tive  d ru g

res idues . T he  ac t o f en te ring  an  an im a l in  a  lives tock  sho w  is  the  g iv ing  o f consen t b y the  o w n er,
exh ib ito r, fitte r, tra ine r a nd /o r abso lu te ly respons ib le  p e rson  fo r sho w  m anagem en t to  ob ta in  a n y
spec im ens o f u rine , sa liva , b lood , o r o the r subs tances  fro m  the  an im a l to  be  used  in  tes ting . A n im a ls  no t
en te red  in  a  even t w h ich  cu lm ina tes  w ith  the  an im a l en te ring  the  food  cha in  sha ll no t be  adm in is te red
d rugs  o the r than  in  acco rdance  w ith  app licab le  fede ra l, s ta te  and  p rov inc ia l s ta tu tes , regu la tions  and
ru les . L ives tock  sha ll no t be  exh ib ited  if the  d rugs  adm in is te red  in  acco rdance  w ith  fede ra l, s ta te  and
p rovinc ia l s ta tu tes , regu la tions  and  ru les  a ffec t the  an im a l's  pe rfo rm ance  o r appea rance  a t the  even t.

If the  labo ra to ry repo rt on  the  ana lys is  o f sa liva , u rine , b lood , o r o the r sam p le  taken  from  lives tock
ind ica tes  the  p resence  o f fo rb idden  d rugs  o r m ed ica tions , th is  sha ll be  p rim a  fac ie  ev idence  such
subs tance  has  been  adm in is te red  to  the  an im a l e ithe r in te rna lly o r ex te rna lly. It is  p resum ed  tha t the
sam p le  o f u rine , sa liva , b lood , o r o the r subs tance  tes ted  b y the  labo ra to ry to  w h ich  it is  sen t is  the  one
taken  from  the  an im a l in  ques tion , its  in teg rity is  p rese rved  and  a ll p rocedu res  o f sa id  co llec tion  and
p rese rva tion , transfe r to  the  labo ra to ry and  ana lys is  o f the  sam p le  a re  co rrec t and  accu ra te  and  the  repo rt
rece ived  from  the  labo ra to ry pe rta ins  to  the  sam p le  taken  from  the  an im a l in  ques tion  and  co rrec tly
re flec ts  the  cond ition  o f the  an im a l a t the  tim e  the  sam p le  w as  taken , w ith  the  bu rden  on  the  ow ner,
exh ib ito r, fitte r, tra ine r, o r abso lu te ly respons ib le  pe rson  to  p rove  o the rw ise .

A t an y tim e  a fte r an  an im a l a rrives  on  the  fa ir o r lives tock  show  p rem ises , a ll trea tm en ts  invo lv ing  the
use  o f d rugs  and /o r m ed ica tions  fo r the  so le  pu rpose  o f p ro tec ting  the  hea lth  o f the  an im a l sha ll be
adm in is te red  b y a  licensed  ve te rina rian .

5 )     A n y su rg ica l p rocedu re  o r in jec tion  o f any fo re ign  subs tance  o r d rug  o r the  exte rna l app lica tion  o f any
subs tance  (irritan t, coun te rirritan t, o r s im ila r subs tance ) w h ich  cou ld  a ffec t the  an im a l's  pe rfo rm ance  o r
a lte r its  na tu ra l con tou r, con firm a tion , o r appea rance , excep t exte rna l app lica tions  o f subs tances  to  the
hoofs  o r ho rns  o f an im a ls  w h ich  a ffec t appea rance  on ly and  excep t fo r su rg ica l p rocedu res  pe rfo rm ed  b y
a  du ly licensed  ve te rina rian  fo r the  so le  pu rpose  o f p ro tec ting  the  hea lth  o f the  an im a l, is  p roh ib ited .



IAFE NATIONAL CODE OF SHOW RING ETHICS – PAGE 2

IAFE NATIONAL CODE OF SHOW RING ETHICS – ADOPTED BY AMGA BOARD OF DIRECTORS JANUARY 2005
REVISED & POSTED TO THE WEB JULY 4, 2005

6)     T he  use  o f show ing  and /o r hand ling  p rac tices  o r devices  such  as  s trik ing  an im a ls  to  cause  sw e lling , us ing
e lec trica l con trivance , o r o the r s im ila r p rac tices  a re  no t accep tab le  and  a re  p roh ib ited .

7 )     D irec t c ritic ism  o r in te rfe rence  w ith  the  judge , fa ir o r lives tock  show  m anagem en t, o the r exh ib ito rs , b reed
rep resen ta tives , o r sho w  o ffic ia ls  be fo re , du ring , o r a fte r the  com pe titive  e ve n t is  p roh ib ited . In  the
fu rthe ra nce  o f the ir o ffic ia l du ty, a ll judg es , fa ir and  lives tock  sho w  m anag em en t, o r o the r sho w  o ffic ia ls
sha ll be  trea ted  w ith  cou rtesy, coopera tion  and  respect and  no  pe rson  sha ll d irec t abusive  o r th rea ten ing
conduc t tow ard  them .

8 )     N o  o w n er, e xh ib ito r, fitte r, tra ine r, o r abso lu te ly respons ib le  pe rson  sha ll consp ire  w ith  ano the r pe rson  o r
pe rsons  to  in ten tion a lly v io la te  th is  code  o f e th ics  o r kno w ing ly con tribu te  o r coope ra te  w ith  ano the r
pe rson  o r pe rsons  e ithe r by a ffirm a tive  ac tion  o r inac tion  to  v io la te  th is  code  o f e th ics . V io la tion  o f th is  ru le
sha ll sub jec t such  ind iv idua l to  d isc ip lina ry ac tion .

9 )     T he  app lica tion  o f th is  code  o f e th ics  p rov ides  fo r abso lu te  respons ib ility fo r an  an im a l's  cond ition  b y an
ow ner, exh ib ito r, fitte r, o r pa rtic ipan t w he the r o r no t he  o r she  w as  ac tua lly ins trum en ta l in  o r had  ac tua l
know ledge  o f the  trea tm en t o f the  an im a l in  con traven tion  o f th is  code  o f e th ics .

10 )   T he  ac t o f en te ring  an  an im a l is  the  g iv ing  o f consen t b y the  ow ner, exh ib ito r, fitte r, tra ine r, o r abso lu te ly
respons ib le  pe rson  to  have  d isc ip lina ry ac tion  taken  b y the  fa ir o r lives tock  show  fo r v io la tion  o f th is  C ode
o f S how  R ing  E th ics  and  an y o the r ru les  o f com pe tition  o f the  fa ir o r lives tock  show  w ithou t recou rse
aga ins t the  fa ir o r lives tock  show . T he  ac t o f en te ring  an  an im a l is  the  g iv ing  o f consen t tha t any
p roceed ings  o r d isc ip lina ry ac tion  taken  b y the  fa ir o r lives tock  show  m a y be  pub lished  w ith  the  nam e o f
the  v io la to r o r v io la to rs  in  an y pub lica tion  o f the  In te rna tiona l A ssoc ia tion  o f F a irs  and  E xpos itions ,
inc lud ing  F a irs  and  E xpos itions  and  any spec ia l no tices  to  m em bers .

1 1 )     T he  ac t o f en te ring o f an  an im al in  a  fa ir o r lives tock  show  is  the  g iv ing o f ve rifica tion  by the  ow ner,
exh ib ito r, fitte r, tra ine r, o r abso lu te ly respons ib le  person  tha t he  o r she  has read  the  IA FE  N a tiona l C ode  o f
S how  R ing  E th ics  and  unders tands the  consequences o f and  penalties  provided  fo r ac tions  p roh ib ited  b y
the  code . It is  fu rthe r a  consen t tha t any ac tion  w hich  con tra venes these  ru les  and  is  a lso  in  v io la tion  o f
fede ra l, s ta te , o r p ro v inc ia l s ta tu tes , re gu la tions , o r ru les  m a y be  re le ased  to  app rop ria te  la w  en fo rcem en t
au tho rities  w ith  ju risd ic tion  o ve r such  in frac tions .


